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The International Association of Universities

Founded in 1950, under the auspices of UNESCO, the International Associatitmvarsities (I1AU)

is the leading global association of higher education institutions and organisations from around the
world. IAU brings together its Members from more than 130 countries for reflection and action on
common priorities. IAU is an independenon-governmental orgnisation. I1AU is an official partner of
UNESCO associatestatus). It acts as the voice of higher education to UNESCO and other
international organisations, and provides a global forum for leaders of institutions and assoctations. |
services are availlbon the priority basis to Members but also to organisations, institutions and
authorities concerned with higher education, as well as to individual policy and detialars,
specialists, administrators, tdegs, researchers anstudents.

VISION
IAU ains to be the most representative and influential global associatiohighdivetheation institutions
and their organizations, promoting and advancing a dynamic leadership role for higher education in society.

MISSION

IAU pronotes collaboration argats Members by articulating the fundamental asadlipsinciples that

underpin the pursuit, dissemination and application of kndwkdissociation advocates for higher
education policies and practices that refiperge perspectives and prosmt&l responsibility. With a
particular emphasis on values and leadership, and acting as a forum for sharing and joint action, IAU encourac
innovation, mutual learrémgl cooperation among institutions.

IAU works to entance the higher education communy 6 s r ol e and actions in
worldwide. As a global membership organization, IAU represents and serves the full spectrum of higher
education institutions and their associations. The IAU focuses on four Kesitp themes in higher

educatia, while improving support and services to Members as well as enhancing their visibility and
engagement.

IAU Administrative Board, 2019



Partners of the 2019 IAU HESD Survey

ARIUSA

ARIUSA (Alianza de Redelberoamericanas de Universidades por la
Sustentabilidad y el Ambiente) is avademic network for the environment
created in Bogota on 26 October 2007 by higher education environment and
sustainable development stakeholders. Its objectives are to:

1 promote, coordinate and support actions towards environmental
education;
1 promote acaemic and scientific cooperation between academic
networks for the environment and sustainable development.
https://ariusa.net/es/inicio

AUF

AUF (Agence universitaire de la Frapbonie) brings together 944 higher
education institutions, networks and soidic research centres that use
French language in 116 countries. Founded almost 60 years ago, it is one ¢

the largest associations of higher education and research instituitiotise
world. AUF is also the operator for higher education and researchhat H

gence
0Sommet de |l a Francophoniebo. s UnIVERSITHIREm pl e

competence, the resolutions adopted by the Conference of Heads of State anc %FRANCOPHONIE
the governments of the cauries sharing French as a common language. AUF  ~—
is a Member of IAU.

https:// www.auf.org/

CRUE

Crue Spanish Universities is the main interlocutor of Spanish universities v+

the central government and plays a key role in all the normative developme l" C ru e
that affect higher education in Spain. It also promotes initiatives of ditfer

kinds in order to foster relations with the social fabric, institutional relation: Universidades
both national and international, and works to value the Spanish Univers Espanolas
CRUE is a Membeuf |IAU.

http://www.crue.org

The ACU

The ACU (Association of Commonwealth Wmirsities) is an international
organisation dedicated to building a better world through higher education.

. . . . s . . The Association
International collaboration is central to this ambition: bsnging universities 6P ComionwaaEth

together from around the world and crucially the people who studyd work Universities
within themd the ACU helps to advance knowledge, promote understandiny,
broaden minds, and improve lives. ACU is a Member of IAU

https://www.acu.ac.uk
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Foreword
]

Dear Members of the IAU,

Dear Members of the Higher Education Community,

Four years into Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, we are very
pleased to present you with the outcomes of the IAR¥ Global Survey on Higher Eduma and
Research for Sustainable Development (HESD). The report shows that the higher education
community is engaging on all dimensions with the 2030 Agenda, in particular the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGS)

Sincethe first IAU Global Survey on HES conducted in 2016, participation rates and commitments

of universities and higher education institutions (HEIs) have visibly increased, with 536 respondents
answering the 2019 iteration of the survey compared to 12@016. This is good news, and makes

the case for the International Association of Universities to continue its efforts to bring sustainable
development higher on the agenda of the higher education sector. Without the strong contributions
of higher educationthe seventeen SDGs will not beached.

Already in 1993, the IAU Kyoto Declaration urged universities to establish and disseminate sustainable
development principles and values. This commitment was renewed in 2014 with the IAU lquitos
Statement, in whicHAU called for better integratiorof traditional knowledge systems in overall
knowledge creation and disseminationhe drafting process leading up to the adoptiontledé 2030
Agendaand the SDGs had already started. Thanks to significant IAU advocdogtfer recognition

of the role of higher education, universities are mentioned in a UN development agenda, under SDG
target 4.3, which calls for equal access to education for all.

In 2019, IAU was pleased to officially launch a new initiative: the |AbaGCluster on HESD. Global

in scope, it fosters further engagement of universities with the aims and goalte 1030 Agenda
while increasing and accelerating connections between universities from around the world in an
innovative way. The Cluster Ied by 16 IAU Member higher edua institutions; they each work

with universities from the other continents.

Eight Member Universities, working on the SDGs under review this year, joined the IAU Delegation
taking part in the UN High Level Political fon at the United Nations Headquants in New York, in

July. In addition, IAU organised a workshop with the Association of Commonwealth Universities
(ACU), Agence universitaire de la Francophonie (AUF) and the UN Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC), and tookan active part in the Higher Edation Sustainability Initiative (HESI). The Cluster
Members have been involved in the drafting of thel2U Global Survey on HESD.

We hope that you will find the 21AU Global Survey Report on HESD as promising as weHigher
education as a whole ingreasingly being involved not only in sustainability debates, but is also part of
global discussions and development processes, locally, regionally and globally. Challenges remain, but
we are confident that if higher edation and policymakers continued support each other, there is a

much better chance that we together will be able to reach the SDGs.

Happy reading
Pam Fredman Pornchai Mongkhonvanit
IAU President, IAUViceRresideriChairlAUWorking Group on HES
Former Rector, SDG 11 Lead in IAjlbbalClusteHESD
University of Gothenburg, Sweden President, Siam University, Thailand

IAU 2nd Global Surveyreporton HESD 2014 4



Executive Summary

The Global Goals are our blueprint for a fair globalization. But we are far from where we need

to be. We are off tcak .

That 6s aling for a decade af action to@etivercthe

SDGs by 2030. We must step up our efforts. Now.

(Antonio Guterres, UN Secretary General, Twitter remarks to HLPF 2019)

The adoption ofTransforming our World:

the 2030 Agenda for Su stainable
Development and the relatedSustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) by the United
Nations General Assembly in 2015 was the start
of an increased interest in sustainable
development beyond the initial circles. In 2019
we see the end ofhe first fouryear cycle of the
Global Goals. Itis also the end of the awareness
raising period, t he
the SDGs. Starting in 2020, the world will have
to do more to reach the ambitious Goals by
2030. This is why, in the UnitedNat i on
political declaration issued at the first UN SDG
Summit, world leaders called fordecade of

action and delivery for sustainable
development .
Hi gher educat i ontd030 ol

Agendais essential; without higher education,
the SDGscannot be reahed. Higher education
educates future generations, conducts
research to find solutions to complex
problems, supports and engages with tbeal
communities , and creates initiatives to make
campuses more sustainable. Furthermore,
higher educabn providesfor a critical voice

to the issues presented in the SDGs, encourages
systems thinking and critical engagement.

The United Nations acknowledges this
important role of higher education by including
access to tertiary education and universitias
SDG Target 4.3 and by creating special
mechanisms for an increasedience-policy -
interface and therefore better recognition of
research. Yet, more work needs to be done to
integrate higher education fully into the
mechanisms put in place for achievihg 2030
Agerda.

The International  Association  of
Universities (IAU) has advocated for the role
universities and other higher education

8 |IAU 2nd Global SurveyrReporton HESD 2019

institutions (HEIs) have played in support of
sustainable development since the early 1990s.
Already in 1993, th¢éAU K yoto Declarat ion
called for higher education leaders to better
articulate HEOGs work t
future. This was reaffirmed in 2014 with the
IAU Iquitos Statement . IAU was one of the
strongest advocates for the inclusion of higher
education asa target inthe SDGs, something

(0]

e ntltat wag midsihgein tiietprevioadilléniume r i o d

Development Goals (MDGS) .

!‘_p ~2016, in the context of theUNESCO
Global Action Programme on Education

for Sustainable Development (GAP ESD) ,
IAU developed alst Global Survey on
Higher Education and Research for
Sustainable Development (HESD) to
showtase what pipl® ardund dhie world were
doing for sustainable development. 120
universities, most of which were IAU Members,
completed the survey. The first Survey Report
was well receive@nd suggestkthat the SDGs
increased interest for sustainable development
at HElIs. It also showed that many projects were
in progress.

Three years later and in preparation of the IAU
participation in the UNHigh Level Palitical
Forum on Sustainable Deve lopment in
New York, in 2019, a second edition of the
Global Survey on HESD was developed. The
second survey built on the first, but included
more questions (in total 35, before 30) and
focused more specifically on the SDGs. This
report analyses the findgs of the 2d survey and
puts it into contexts of current developments
worldwide.

The survey, which was open for only six weeks,
received 536 valid responses from 428
universities in 101 distinct countries . All
world regions are represented, with 37%
coming from Euroe, 23% from Latin America



and the Caribbean, 18% from Africa, 15% from
Asia and the Pacific, 4% from North America
and 3% from the Middle East. Thanks to strong
cooperation with CRUE, 19% (102)
respondents are from Spain. 45% of
respondents htal leadershippositions within
their university. Another 45% are academic or
administrative staff. The remaining 10% of
answers come from students.

The analysis of the IAU Global Survey on HESD
2019 is separated into four chapters:

1 Higher Education anthe SDGs

1 Whole Institution Approaches

1 Networking for Sustainable
Development

1 Obstacles for HEIs

Highlighting the engagement of higher education
with the SDGs, the main findings of the first
chapter are that, whileterest and attention

for sustainable  development ha s
increased worldwide thanks to the adoption

of the 2030 Agendanot all SDGs are equ ally
addressed by universities. Engagement with
SDG 4 (quality education), 5 (gender equality)
and 13 (climate action) is high, while the SDGs
14 (life below water), 2 (z@ hunger) and SDG
12 (responsible consumption and production)
receive little attentbn, yet, at least SDG 12 has
a strong potential for development. In addition,
knowledge abouthe 2030 Agendavaries per
region, as well as by position within a university
and its understanding of the Goals proves to be
subjective. The SDGs are embedded rmo
strongly at teaching level, closely followed by
research. Campus initiatives and community
engagement are not as strongly developed yet
as the other fields.

UNESCO and the IAU foster Whole
Institution Approaches for Education for
Sustainable Developmen t (WIA -ESD)
since the adoption of the UN Decade of
Education for Sustainable Development, in 2005.
Education for Sustainable Development was the
focus of the first IAU Glbal Survey on HESD.
In comparison to 2016, not many more HEIls
have incorporated susigable development fully
into their institutions by 2019. Yet, more and

more HEIs are in the process of including
sustainable development into their strategic
plans, witha decline of seven percent from

2016 in those institutions who do not have a
strategc plan at all. The chapter also shows that
there are many different ways of financing and
embedding sustainable development in HEls,
with over 50% having a budget allocate d to
sustainable  development initiatives,
although mostly only alloc and project ba=d.

Universities around the world follow
internationalisation patterns  when it comes

to networking for sustainable development. On
continents where international networksire
common, like in Europe for instance, sustainable
development networks are more aeveloped
than in other regions. At the same time, regional
networks are increasingly used by HEIs, which
shows thatlocal communities of practice

are used to foster sustaable development.

Obstacles identified are different from one
region to another andhighlight structural
differences . While funding is an issue for all
continents, lack of training opportunities

and research cooperation is particularly an
issue in AfricaAsia, the Middle East and Latin
America. Europe and North America are
struggling to find staff and see lack of
knowledge as a major issue. In addition,
respondents indicate that they struggle with
definitons and O6under standi
developmenhandthe 2030 Agendand that they
still often work insiloes.

In conclusion, the survey findings show that
the higher education sector worldwide is
increasing its commitment to sustainable
development thanks to the 2030 Agenda. Yet,
obstacles remain tensure full engagement and
more work needs to be done. It is ingptant to
continue to strengthen the science -policy
interface and to listen to what the higher
education sector as a whole has to contribute
to achieve the SDGs. Higher education is
starting © transform itself to include
sustainable development principlasd visons;
the question is, if th030 Agendanechanisms
are ready to include higher education as a
confirmed stakeholder in the process.

IAU 2nd Global Surveyreporton HESD 2019| 9
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Introduction
]

Sustainable development has bgmart of

the strategic commitment of the
International Association of Universitie:
(IAU), the most global university network
to improve higher education for over 2t
years. In 1993, the Association adopted tt
IAU Kyoto Dechtion on Sustainab
Developme (IAU, 1993), reaffirming its
commitment to sustainable development i
2014 with the IAU lquitos Statement ¢
Higher Education for Sustainable Develog
(IAU, 2014). IAU is one of the stronges
advocates promoting the ite of higher
education in sustaable development
globally; it speaks out at many U
organisations including UNESCO and tf
United Nations.

The Association has been supportin
United Nations programmes for sustainabl
development since its founding in T@%or
example, IAU was one ohe Key Partners
in UNESCOG6s Gl obal
Education for Sustainable Developme
(GAP ESD), which ran from 2014 until th
end of 2019. IAU will continue to be part of
the UNESCO GAP ESD follow ug
programme adopte in 2019 and calleBSD
for 203, which will merge Education for
Sustainable Development (ESD) principl
with the United N
(UNESCO, 2019)In 2019, IAU started to
take an active part in the High Level Politic
Forum on Sustainable Delpment
(HLPF), organised at ¢hUnited Nations
Headquarters every year in July. This is o
of the key mechanisms for followigp on
the implementation of the 2030 Agenda fc
Sustainable Development, which will
explained further in the following text

In support of the UNESCO GAESD, IAU
conducted the first Global Survey or
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Higher Education and Research for Sustainable end of May 2019 until miduly 2019. In total 536
Development (HESD) in 2016. The aim was to valid responses were collected. The report
map what higher education institutions (HEIs) analyses the responses at both global and
are doing in support of education for sustable regional level, where the data offers new insights
development and the Whole Institution by this divisionWhere appropriate, the report
Approach for Sustainable Development, one of also compares new data to the findings of the
the flagship projects of the GAP ESD. IAU 2016 edition of the survey. Furthermore, it
advocates for a Whole Institution Approach at analyses data along available information about
HEls, which means including sustainable the SDGs from the United Nations, UNESCO
development in all dimensions of arstitution: and other sources, thus contextualising the
education and teachip research, community  findings.

engagement, and campus initiatives. L o .
gad P This introduction incldes an overview ofhe

The first survey collected data from 120 2030 Agendand the SDGs, the survey sample,
universities worldwide. The corresponding its methods and its limitations. Following the
report Higher Education Paving the Way tointroduction, the report will analyse the survey
Sustainable Development: A Globale€tersp in four chapters on a global and regional level.
(IAU, 2017)was weHreceived and gained global  The differeat chapters are:

attention. In preparations for the HLPF 2019, it
was decided to conduct a followp study, in
order to see how the higher education sector
has developed over the last three years and to

Higher Educatin and the SDGs
Whole Institution Approaches for
Sustainable Development

better understad the impact the Sustainable T Networking for Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) have on HEIls. The Development

initial survey focused mostly on education for 1 Obstacles for HEIs

sustainable  development, the  second

questionnaire focused hence othe 2030 Following the results chapter, this report
Agendaand the SDGs. finishes with general conclusions and

recommendatins about how higher education

This report analyses the results of éh2019 can engage witthe 2030 Agendand the SDGs
survey, which was openrf@ix weeks from the

Setting the Scene: the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs

I'n 2015, the United NaTheategories réaredeordsPsare guslingeghmb |y
unanimously adoptedransforming our World: way throughthe 2030 Agendamaking it easier

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Developmertb group the SDGs:

(United Nations, 2015) ab known as the 2030

Agenda. It includes seventeen Sustainable T People (_SDGS'B)
Development Goals (SDGs), which the global T Prosperiy (SDGs €12)
community hopes to achieve by the year 2030. 1 Planet (SDG 13 15)
169 targets and 232 indicators clgrifvhat  Peace (SDG 16)
needs to be done to achieve the Global Goals. T Partnerships (SDG7)

The SDGs are wy ambitious and range from

minimizing poverty to ensuring that the planet This also corresponds to the dimensions
safeguards the wor | dg sustanabledevelopment is gsuagyodiviged inte:j ¢ y .
Consequently, many of the Goals are social, economic and environmentdhU and
interconnected and can only lzehieved Jo|nt|y others add a cultural dimension, although this is

It can also mean that some Goals are competing |€ss known and less used, yet equally important.

with each other, requiring complex solutions.

IAU 2nd Global SurveyReporton HESD 201s| 11
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most of those early targets will not be reached,
which makes actions fdhe next ten years even
more pressing as has been indicated in the
political declaration of the SDG Summit
(UNGA, 2019).

While the future has to show what the SDGs
are actually worth, the road tethe 2030 Agenda
was long, starting in 1972 with th8tockhion
Declaration on the Human Environamehénding
with the United Nations Decade on Education for

c a | ITeedDecade of Action and Delivery forSustainable Developm&@052014). In 1987,

Susainable Developmént i n t he
declaration of the first SDG Summit, held as part
of the General Assembly of the United Natig

in September 201QUNGA, 2019) In the next
ten yearsthe world will have to show that the
SDGs are not
the initiatives to reach the goals will be
transformative and will help to change our
world for the better.

In 20D, 21 targets are already maturing,
including some that are directly related to

higher education. For example SDG 4.B, which
calls for more scholarships for people from
developing countries in order to accelerate
scientific advancements in those areas (&thi

Nations, 2015). Numerous sources indicate that

12 |1AU 20d Global SurveyRreporton HESD 2019

the | Brundtlandh | Commission coined the
definition of sustainable development that is still
commonly used today/so by the I1AU:

gj utsoto | & , 0 nEMsEknebldicattelopment is development that meets

the needs of the present without compromising the
ability of futte generations to meet their own needs.

Neither this definition, nor the SDGs are
uncontested, leaving lots of room for tque.
For instance,the 2030 Agendahas been
described as too broad, too expensive and too
complex (The Economist, 2015). Othergjaed,
that althoughthe 2030 Agendaims to be a

G



Global Agenda, equally important for all
countries, it leaves many behinddis based on
predominantly Western ideas of sustainability
and development (Heleta and Tohiera, 2017).
Such views are reflected the comments of the
IAU Global Survey on HESD 2019. Yet,
constructive criticism does not equate to
complete dismissal of hSDGs in general. The
SDGs are serving a purpose and are, despite
valid criticism, often seen as a useful tool and
very important ly universities, as will be shown
throughout this report.

Higher education has contributed to achieving
sustainable developmefrom the start of the
discussions, although often as an observer or
quiet supporter (Owens, 2017). Before the
adoption of the 208 Agenda, university
networks, academics and other stakeholders
advocated for the official inclusion of higher
education irthe new development agenda (IAU,
2014b). These efforts were successful and
higher education is now officially mentioned
under SDG 43.

Survey Sample

The 2019 edition of the IAU Global Survey on
HESD received 536 valid replies fron2&
different HEIs. This is an increase of 348% when
compared to the 120 universities that
participated in the 2016 IAU Global Survey.
More than 7 894 Institutions were contted to
participate, which represents a return rate of
7%.

Although only a relately small number of the
19,400 HEI s i sted
Education Database (WHED) participated, the
results provide a valuable overview of what is
happening in high education and research for
sustainable development around the world.
ThankstoAUB8 s partners in
in Francophone countries, the survey received a
high number of respondents from those regions,
increasing the diversity of answers comite

the 2016 survey.

The survey was designed to ensure easy
participation. It dichot call for gathering a large
amount of details from specific universities. The

QUALITY

by2030 ensure equal access for
EDUCATION

all women and men to affordaple

guality technical, vocational gnd

tertiary educationciuding
university

]

This inclusion is important, as it increases the
visibility of higher education and allows higher
education to voice & concerns stronger than
before. However, there is more to it, as higher
education in all its functions is more thargoal,

in the term of the SDGs, to be attained; it is a
key stakeholder in the whole process to lead to
a more sustainable world, as chaptHigher
Education and the SD@emonstrates This
report shows that higher education anthe
2030 Agendaare interronnected and an
enhanced inclusion of higher education in
discussions about and processes leading to
achieving the SDGs can be benefical &ll
people.

survey was accessible, asking for rather simple
answers keeping the time effort to completi

to a minimum and thus encouraged more people
to take and complete the survey. €faim of the
Survey was not to go into detail about what and
how individual universities engage with the
SDGs, but rather to understand what is
happening in the higher edditan sector as a
whole.

i nFurtheArod@,sit WA® not dheant itog be ean

assessment tool: the is a growing number of
time-intensive assessment tools available for
HEIs. These tools aim at assessing the university
rather than the developments within the higher
edaationnsectarnme numbereaof tlrosedools are
used by the respondents of the Global HES
Survey, and are listed in chaptbtapping and
Monitoring starting onpage 9.

Many questions were not compulsory and hence
not always answered by all respondents.
Therefae, the (n) is indicated in each graphic,
to make sure the response rate is more

IAU 2nd Global SurveyReporton HESD 201s| 13






